
DECEMBER 7 • JESSE AND A BRANCH TO COME 
 
Read aloud Isaiah 11:1-9 

11:1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of Yahweh shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of Yahweh. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of Yahweh. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy  
 in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Yahweh 
 as the waters cover the sea. 
 

Devotional Thoughts 

Isaiah was one of the prophets God sent to warn Israel during the final decades 
before the fall of Jerusalem. God told him the exile was coming. But he also told 
Isaiah that the exile would not signal the end of His working in human affairs. 
There will soon come a day when the Davidic monarchy will be cut off. God 
speaks to Isaiah about a time when Jesse will be reduced to nothing more than a 
stump. This is a poetic way to refer to King David, whose father was Jesse, and his 
kingly lineage. 

 



But from this stump of Jesse, from this kingly lineage that appears to have been 
razed and cut off, God will cause a Branch to sprout. This Branch will be a King 
who will be filled with the Spirit of God, who will judge rightly as King, who will 
not pervert justice. When this King rules, peace will reign supreme. Even 
creation itself will be transformed, and predator and prey will no longer be 
mortal enemies. This Branch will put an end to abuse and violence on a scale that 
will encompass all of creation. Jesus is that Branch to come. He inaugurated the 
Kingdom of God in his coming and will return to consummate his redemption of 
all creation. 

As you pray, remember the great restoration that God is bringing in Jesus Christ 
to all creation. 


